
About our theatre                                                
Founded in 1948, Children’s Theatre of Charlotte has opened 
young minds to the wonders of live theatre for more than half 
a century. Today, it continues to be one of the most technically 
imaginative and resourceful theatres in the country. Annually, 
it reaches nearly 300,000 young people and their families 
through our Mainstage productions, Resident Touring Company 
and its Education Department’s classes and workshops. 
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte shares a space with the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Library at ImaginOn: The Joe and 
Joan Martin Center. Learn more about Children’s Theatre of 
Charlotte at ctcharlotte.org.

Synopsis                                                    

In Mrs. Barrington’s third-grade class, the students are 
presenting their reports on former presidents of the United 
States because Election Day is just around the corner. Grace 

asks, “Where are the girls?” She knows she can’t change the 
past, but she can change the future. So Grace decides she’d 
like to be class president. Mrs. Barrington uses the opportunity 
to stage a class election. No one in her class is interested in 
running against Grace, so she invites Mr. Waller’s third-grade 
class across the hall to join in the election and it nominates 
Thomas to be its candidate. Thomas convinces the classes to 
vote for him by bragging about all the awards he has won, 
and Grace feels badly because she doesn’t have all the 
accomplishments he has. Mrs. Barrington reminds Grace even 
though she doesn’t have awards, she’s a kind person who’s 
respected by the others in her class. The teachers divide the 
class into states, giving each student the same number of votes 
they would get in the Electoral College. The first candidate to 
reach 270 votes wins! The campaigns begin as each candidate 
is asked about the issues facing the school— bullies, littering 
and math tutors. Some of the votes start falling between boys 
supporting boys and girls supporting girls, and poor Sam is 
caught in the middle. He wants to vote for the best person, 
but Thomas tells Sam, “Boys stick together.” It comes down 
to election day, when Sam casts the final vote for the state 
of Wyoming, the equality state, to decide the winner, which 
is Grace! As class president, she reaches across the aisle for 
Thomas to be her vice president, and he agrees. Grace then 
sets her sites on campaigning for her next big election . . . 
running for president of the United States!

Book, music and lyrics by Joan Cushing 
Based on the book written by Kelly S. DiPucchio 

Directed by Michelle Long
Choreographed by Ashlyn Summer
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THEMES EXPLORED
school, government, elections and voting, 

goals, perseverance, women’s history, 
patriotism

Study guide
and lesson plan activities

 

NCES-TheatreArts.(K-5).TA.A.1: Analyze literary texts and performances. NCES-
TheatreArts.(K-5).TA.A.1.1: Recall the basic parts of a story, such as characters, setting, 
and events.

This study guide includes information about our production along with creative activities 
to help you make connections in your classroom both before and after the show. We’ve 
aligned all activities to both the Common Core Standards and North Carolina Essential 
Standards. Look for the symbol below throughout the guide for curriculum connections.

http://ctcharlotte.org
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Discussion questions                                                                                                       
1.	 How did Grace feel when she discovered there had never been a president who was a woman? Why do you think she felt this 

way? Do you think the United States will ever have a female president?

2.	 What were some of the campaign promises made by Grace and Thomas? If you were running for class president, what 
campaign promises would you make?

3.	 Sam is caught in the middle when Grace and Thomas are campaigning for his vote. Thomas even tells him he has to vote for a 
boy because, “Boys stick together.” Have you ever been stuck between two people making a decision? Did you choose a side 
or was there another way around the problem?

4.	 Grace and Thomas both talk about their qualifications to be class president. What qualities do you think are most important 
to be a leader? What qualities should be avoided to be a leader?

5.	 Musical theatre is a form of theatre that combines songs, spoken dialogue, acting, and dance. Each element helps to tell the 
story. Did any single song stand out to you in particular?  Which song was it and why?

 

Vocabulary enrichment                              
philosophic adj. rationally or sensibly calm, composed

vote v. when people choose one thing over another

presidential adj. relating to the presidency

candidate n. a person who seeks office

qualifications n. the conditions required by law or custom to 
hold office

democracy n. government by the people, exercised by voting

accomplishment n. anything acquired or achieved

triumphant adj. rejoicing over success

representative n. a person who represents others, usually in 
government

rights n. what the law says you can do or have

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.(K-5).4: Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.(K-5).2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media. NCES-SocialStudies.(3-5).C&G.1: Understand the development, structure and function of government in the United States. 
NCES-HealthEd.3.ICR.1.4: Illustrate how to effectively and respectfully express opinions that differ.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KELLY DIPUCCHIO is the award-
winning author of several 
children’s books, thousands of to-
do lists, and a few recipe cards. 
Two of her books,  Grace For 
President and The Sandwich Swap, 
were New York Times bestsellers. 
Like most kids who grew up in 
the 1970s, Kelly had a pet goat 
and bought all her clothes from 
the Sears catalog. Like most teenagers who grew up in the 
1980s, Kelly had really big glasses and feathered hair. To 
learn more about Kelly DiPucchio check out her website at 
kellydipucchio.com.

Electoral vote vs. popular vote                   
Instruct the students you will provide a snack for the entire class 
the next day. Give them the option of two equally desirable 
snacks and explain that they are going to vote for the snack 
you'll provide. Arrange students into small groups of varying 
sizes and assign one student to be the representative for each 
group. Have members of each small group vote on the snack 
they want and ask each group's representative to tally the 
votes and then cast one vote for the entire group. After the 
representatives have cast their votes and the snack has been 
determined, poll the entire class to learn their individual votes. 
Determine whether the “popular vote” and the "electoral vote" 
produced the same result.

Discuss with students how it may be possible that the candidate 
who gets the most votes might not be the election winner.

WHAT IS THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE?

A nominee needs a majority of the electoral votes to win the 
presidency. By the end of election night or early the next 
morning, the nation usually knows the winner of the election. 
Although, the president is not officially elected until the 
members of the Electoral College cast their state’s votes in 
December, and then Congress counts those votes on January 
6. A winning candidate needs at least 270 votes.

Clink on the link below provided by the U.S. National Archives 
and Records Administration and make your prediction for 
the 2016 election. It includes histories of disputed elections 
and how the Electoral College has changed over the years.

2016: Make your prediction

NCES-SocialStudies.(3-5).C&G.1: Understand the 
development, structure and function of government in the 
United States. 

http://www.kellydipucchio.com/home.html.
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/map/predict.html
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

JOAN CUSHING, a former 
elementary school teacher 
and cabaret performer, is best 
known for her political satirical 
revue  Mrs. Foggybottom & 
Friends,  which opened in 1986 
at New Playwrights Theatre, and 
moved to the Omni-Shoreham 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., where 
it ran for 10 hit years, and four 
years on the road, including performances at Don’t Tell 
Mama and The Triad in NYC. She also has appeared in 
Gary Trudeau’s Tanner for President series on HBO, directed 
by Robert Altman and studied musical theatre writing at 
the BMI Musical Theatre Workshop with Lehman Engel and 
Maury Yeston. 

More recently, she has adapted 13 popular children’s books 
as musicals, receiving more than 350 productions and two 
national tours including: Miss Nelson Is Missing! (winner 
of the 2003 National Children’s Theatre Festival)  Junie B. 
Jones & a Little Monkey Business!, Petite Rouge: A Cajun Red 
Riding Hood (2007 NY Musical Theatre Festival), Heidi (with 
playwright Martha King De Silva), all commissioned by 
Imagination Stage in Bethesda, Maryland. For Children’s 
Theatre of Charlotte, she has premiered two musicals, last 
year’s Ella’s Big Chance and this year’s Grace For President. 
According to TYA Magazine, she is “the most produced 
playwright in children’s theatre” and Miss Nelson Is Missing! is 
“the most produced play.”

In 2002 she worked with Young Playwrights Theatre to 
help turn their play Pieces of Life, written by local middle 
school students, into a musical, which was performed at the 
Kennedy Center and toured the Washington, D.C. schools. 
Oak Crest High School commissioned her to write a musical 
for 100 girls using Broadway songs, Belles Are Ringing!

NCES-TheatreArts.(K-5).TA.AC.2: Use performance to 
communicate ideas and feelings. NCES-SocialStudies.1.C.1: 
Understand the diversity of people in the local community 
[student’s school]. 

The amazing thing about Children’s 
Theatre of  Charlotte’s production of  
Grace For President, is that women 

directed, choreographed, and 
designed almost the 

entire production.
Director: Michelle Long

Music Director: Drina Keen

Choreographer: Ashlyn Sumner

Sound Designer: Monica Falatic

Costume Designer: Kettie Shum

Lighting Designer: Aimee J. Hanyzewski

Stage Manager: Katie Pohlheber

Environments                                             
Using locations within a school (cafeteria, art room, playground, 
etc.), the class creates frozen images by becoming characters 
in that location including students, teachers and support staff. 
The picture will then be activated one student at a time by the 
teacher with a tap on the student’s shoulder with that student 
saying one line that their character might say in that location 
or situation. After the line, the person returns to stillness. If the 
class group is large, you can activate the entire scene at once 
after a few solo lines and then bring them back to stillness.

Create your campaign                               
In pairs or individually, have students imagine themselves 
running a campaign for an election in their school. Ask them 
to consider the following in order to develop their campaign: 

1.	 What issues are important to you?

2.	 What will you try to do or what changes will you try to 
make in the school if you win?

3.	 What is your campaign slogan?

4.	 Draw your campaign posters and then. . .

5.	 Write a short speech you will deliver to your classmates 
to convince them to vote for you.

Afterwards, display the campaign posters around the room. 
What qualities make you prefer one poster over another? Do 
they give you an idea about what the candidate represents? 
If there is time, share your campaign speeches with the class.

Other injustices: write a letter                    
Ask students to think about other things they think are unfair 
or unjust, either in the world/country, in their community or in 
school. Remind them Grace thought it was unfair there had never 
been a woman president and she decided to do something 
about it. Brainstorm a list of ideas they come up with and then 
have each student select one and write a persuasive letter (to 
their parents, to their school, to their mayor, congressperson or 
president) about what they think is unfair, why and what should 
be done about it.

NCES-SocialStudies.3.C&G.2.3: Apply skills in civic 
engagement and public discourse (school, community). 
NCES-VisualArts.(K-3).VA.V.2: Apply creative and critical 
thinking skills to artistic expression.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.(3-5).1: Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  
NCES-SocialStudies.3.C&G.2: Understand how citizens 
participate in their communities.  



If you enjoyed the show, travel to ImaginOn 
or your local Charlotte Mecklenberg library 
branch and check out these books. Check 

availability at cmlibrary.org.

Recommended for Elementary
Of Thee I Sing: A Letter To My Daughters

by Barack Obama

In a letter to his daughters, President Barack Obama offers 
a tribute to 13 historically important Americans and the 
ideals that have shaped the nation— from the artistry of 
Georgia O’Keeffe to the courage of Jackie Robinson and 
the patriotism of George Washington.

The Class Election From The Black Lagoon

by Mike Thaler

Mean Mrs. Green is forcing everyone to run in the school 
election, but everyone just wants to run for their lives! Yikes! 
Hubie is running for president against Doris. Hubie’s chances 
look slim, but in the end he wins by being the candidate who 
stands for something, not just on top of something!

Duck For President

by Doreen Cronin

When Duck gets tired of working for Farmer Brown, his 
political ambition eventually leads to his being elected 
president.

Recommended for Middle School
Class President

by Johanna Hurwitz

Julio hides his own leadership ambitions to help another 
candidate win the nomination for class president,   but 
when the elections commence Julio finds himself a surprised 
nominee— and an even more surprised winner. 

The Misfits

by James Howe

Four students who don’t fit in at their small-town middle 
school decide to create a third party for the student council 
elections to represent all students who have ever been called 
names.
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Children's’ Theatre of Charlotte is supported, in part, with 
funding from the Arts & Science Council, and the North 
Carolina Arts Council, a division of the Department of 

Cultural Resources.

Every play produced by Children’s 
Theatre of Charlotte is created by a 
talented team of designers, technicians, 
actors and a director. A play is different 
from a television show or a movie because 
it’s presented live.  As a class, discuss what you 
experienced when you saw the performance. 

1.	 What was the first thing you noticed on the 
stage?

2.	 Name three things you noticed about the set.  Did the 
set help tell the story?  What sort of set would you 
have designed?

3.	 What did you like about the costumes?  Did they fit 
the story?  What sort of costumes would you have 
designed?

4.	 What role did lighting play in telling the story?  How 
did the lights enhance what you were seeing?

5.	 Talk about the actors.  Were there moments you were 
so caught up in the story that you forgot you were 
watching a play?  

6.	 Were there any actors who played more than one 
character?  What are some ways that you can be the 
same person but play different characters?

 THEATER                                                 
CORNER

Children's Theatre of Charlotte
300 E. Seventh St.

Charlotte, N.C.  28202

Write to Us!

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.(K-5).1: Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

 

NCES-TheatreArts.(K-5).TA.A.1: Analyze literary texts 
and performances. NCES-TheatreArts.(K-5).TA.AE.1.2: 
Understand how costumes [and technical elements] 
enhance dramatic play.

http://www.cmlibrary.org

